Lack of knowledge among parents, of the implications of receiving orthodontic treatment.
In a survey of parental knowledge of the complications of orthodontic treatment it was surprising to find how few 'experienced' parents knew that dental decay could occur beneath an appliance or that, after treatment ceased, there might be some relapse. Experienced parents were defined as those who had children who had received or were receiving treatment, or who had been patients themselves. Self-administered questionnaires were delivered to 600 parents of 9-year-old children randomly selected from school rolls in two areas of South East England. Among the 430 replies received, 123 were from parents with experience of orthodontic treatment. Only 41 per cent of them knew that decay could occur beneath a fixed appliance and less than a third that relapse could occur after treatment ceased.